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HONORED GUESTS
Mayor Leirion Gaylor Baird

Councilman Roy Christensen

Brigadier General Roma J. Amundson

Former School Board Member Doug Evans 

Lincoln Veterans Parade Commander Antonio Marino

Their involvement has made this parade possible.

ADDITIONAL HONOR
Senior and Disabled Hometown Heroes

Men and Women of our city who have served our 
country proudly.

GRAND MARSHALS
Corporal Don Raasch - WWII

Sylvester Joseph (Joe) Schroer - WWII

PARADE ANNOUNCERS



CAPTAIN SPONSORS

6th June 2019 marks the start of the 75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings and the Battle of 

Normandy and with it, a momentous occasion to celebrate peace, liberty and reconciliation. 

On 6th June 1944 and during the long summer that followed, men from all over the world 

came to fight in Normandy to defeat Nazism and re-establish freedom. Normandy will bear 

the scars of this moment in history for ever and every year we remember and pay tribute to 

the veterans from America, Britain, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, Holland, Norway, Poland and 

Australia, along with their brothers in arms, those many heroes who lost their lives here 

during that summer of 1944. Normandy is truly an open-air history book and can transmit the 

exceptionally important lessons of history to new generations.



GRAND MARSHAL
Sylvester Joseph (Joe) Schroer - WWII

Sylvester Joseph (Joe) Schroer, originally from 
Lawrence, NE was inducted into the United States 
Army at Fort Crook, Omaha on 12 February 1943. 
He was assigned to the Army Air Corps and
proceeded by troop train to Wichita Falls, TX for 
basic training. 

In basic training he tested for advanced place-
ment in the Army Air Corps and was assigned to 
a Radio Operator school. He was sent to Sioux 
Falls Air Force Base in South Dakota, where he 
learned Morse Code and was trained in radio 
maintenance and air-to-ground code. He was 
later selected to attend Aerial Gunnery School at 
Kingman AFB, AZ. His next assignment was
joining his B-24 Crew at Salt Lake City AFB, Utah.

Due to his high scoring in radio school and unique abilities, he was selected to be a 
member of a 10-man team. His flying days were over since the Army needed his 
skills elsewhere. Along with a Captain and his team members, Schroer’s next trip 
was to fly over a five-day period to Karachi, India. 

He then went to Calcutta as a base of deployment to establish and install radio 
direction finders for the Army Airways Communication System. He also helped set 
up these facilities in Burma. These facilities were vital to the China-Burma-India 
Campaign, since it provided aircrew a direction and instrumentation route over the 
Hump of the Himalayas and the extreme flying condition aspects of these missions.

Establishing these air corridors enabled the crews to fly by instrument and resulted 
in significant improvements in the war e�ort. His 18 months in the CBI Campaign 
also included a stay at a medical facility when he contracted tuberculosis. He 
remembered he was in sick bay when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima. 
With the war over, he was discharged on 12 February 1956 at Fort Devins, MA in the 
grade of Technician 5.

Prior to deploying to India, Schroer was assigned to Peterson Field CO, where he 
trained to improve air crews’ skills. Here he met Ruth (Keefe) Schroer at a USO 
dance (she was a member of the WAC). Before he traveled to India, they were
married. After the war, they moved to Lincoln, NE where they raised four children: 
Joseph, Donna, Scott and Christine. After 55 years of marriage, Ruth passed away. 
He later married Mary Lou Kreuzderg/Wichert. Mary Lou’s first husband during 
WWII was a crew member on flights over the route that Schroer helped establish. He 
has 11 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren and lives at the Legacy in Lincoln.
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GRAND MARSHAL
Corporal Don Raasch - WWII

Don Raasch entered Active Duty United States 
Marine Corps on 14 October 1943 on his 18th 
birthday in Norfolk, NE. He departed Norfolk on 
31 December 1943 by train to the naval base in 
San Diego, CA for Marine Corps basic training.

He continued basic Infantry training at Camp 
Pendleton, CA. Assigned to carry the Browing 
Automatic Rifle (BAR), he transferred to Hawaii 
for six months of continued training. Don was 
assigned to the 26th Marines, 2nd Battalion, 5th 
Marine Division. He boarded a Naval ship for 
transport to Iwo Jima, landing the first day of 
battle on 19 February 1945.

His unit of 915 Marines sustained a 98% casualty rate, which was 903 Marines. PFC 
Raasch spent 14 days in constant battle conditions and took part in securing the 
first landing strip. He was wounded by a mortor shell explosion, injuring his left arm 
and leg and earning him a Purple Heart. 

PFC Raasch was flown to the hospital in Guam. Once stabilized, he transferred by 
ship to San Francisco Port and on to the hospital in Oak Knoll. He spent approxi-
mately 15 months recovering at Mare Island in the Bay and was then discharged as 
Corporal Raasch.

In June 1945, Raasch returned home to Norfolk, NE and worked for 46 years in 
various towns as a Lineman and Engineer for the Nebraska Public Power District. He 
married Juanita Anderson and had four children: Susan, Mike, Penny and Brett; and 
numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He moved to Lincoln 11 years ago, 
where he lives today.




